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Printing Service's Tammy 
Young Enjoys the Rush of 
10,000 Feet of Air Under 
Her Parachute
T
ammy Young has heard the ques­
tion a thousand times: "Why would 
you jump out of a perfectly good 
airplane?"
"Because the door was open," she'll 
answer.
When the 38-year-old Hampden resi­
dent isn't doing triple duty in the 
University of Maine's Printing and 
Mailing Services office on campus, she 
might well be doing triple somersaults as 
a free-falling sky diver 10,000 feet above 
Central Maine Skydiving at the Pittsfield 
airport.
Young became addicted to sport para­
chuting a few summers ago after making 
a tandem jump attached to a jumpmaster.
"That was all it took," she says. "It was 
something I really wanted to do again 
and I didn't want anybody harnessed to 
me when I did it."
After a formal skydiving course and 
five static line jumps, during which the 
parachute is pulled open as the jumper 
leaves the plane, she was ready for free- 
falling. Sixty-five jumps later, she's still at 
it on weekends and days off, with her 
150-square-foot, black and yellow sport 
chute. Young says she cannot adequately 
describe the adrenaline surge and exhila­
ration of hearing the roar of the wind and 
the powerful drag of wind speed as she 
crawls to the open door and climbs onto 
the step of the small Cessna used to take 
jumpers nearly two miles high before 
leaping into thin air with only the vague 




obert A. Kennedy will be formally 
installed at the University of Maine's 
18th president on Friday Sept. 23. The 
installation ceremony, scheduled for 3 p.m. at 
the Maine Center for the Arts, will highlight 
a series of events intended to underscore 
UMaine's statewide reach and its central role 
in the local community.
While the full schedule is not complete at 
press time, plans are underway for a small 
number of inaugural celebration events on 
campus over the course of several days. For 
example, the Maine Center for the 
Arts annual gala, this year featuring 
comedian Bill Cosby, is scheduled 
for Saturday, Sept. 24. That event 
will conclude the on-campus 
activities that are part of the 
inaugural celebration.
In keeping with UMaine's role 
and status as a statewide 
institution, a series of satellite 
inaugural events will be held in 
various locations during the few 
weeks following the on-campus 
activities. These evening events
will be held in Presque Isle (UMaine's 
Aroostook Farm), Belfast (UMaine's 
Hutchinson Center), Bangor (the 
University of Maine Museum of Art) 
and Portland.
University of Maine System 
Chancellor Joseph Westphal will be 
part of the Sept. 23 event, during 
which he will formally install 
Kennedy as UMaine's president. 
Kennedy will offer remarks at the 
installation, as will featured speaker 
Robert Edwards, president emeritus of
Bowdoin College and a member of the
UMaine Board of Visitors.
The ceremony will be followed by a reception, under a tent in the Maine Center for 
the Arts parking lot. The day's activities will begin at 12:30 p.m. with an ice cream social 
for all members of the UMaine community. It will be held on the Mall in good weather; 
the alternate site is the Field House.




he reach of the university's 
MaineCard, the handy identifi­
cation card and key to resi­
dence hall entry, ticket sales, food 
services, UMaine Bookstore purchases 
and other UMaine services, has been 
extended to a growing number of off 
campus merchants.
Along with a new design 
introduced in August, the MaineCard 
will be accepted by a dozen local 
businesses off campus, says Benny 
Veenhof, director of technology 
management for auxiliary services. 
Also, the card identification numbers 
will no longer be the cardholder's 
social security number. Instead, 
cards will carry a 16-digit ISO 
number.
Veenhof says the changes will 
benefit students, university employ­
ees and community merchants, and 
should make students' parents 
happy in the process.
"We're hoping this is going to be 
win-win-win for everyone, including 
the community," Veenhof says. "We 
definitely think it's going to be an 
advantage for participating mer­
chants and students, and it's great 
for the university."
The name of the debit fund 
account has also changed from 
"Campus Funds" to "Black Bear 
Bucks," a reflection of the card's 
wider use opportunities. New mer­
chants are currently being recruited 
for the program. A list of merchants 
is listed on the MaineCard Web site: 
www.umaine.edu/mainecard.
Students, faculty and employees 
will need to apply for a new 
MaineCard to take advantage of the 
new services. An online application 
form is available on the MaineCard 
Web site, www.umaine.edu/ 
mainecard / default_forms.htm.
Cardholders are asked to bring 
the completed application form to 
the Student Services Center in the 
Memorial Union, along with their 
old MaineCard. People needing a 
new card should bring along a photo 
ID to avoid paying $15 for a 
replacement card.
Existing MaineCards still will 
work on campus, but only new cards 
will be accepted off campus. ■
Along the Mall . . .
Associate Provosts Selected
Two veteran UMaine 
faculty members have 
been named to associate 
provost positions. Sue 
Hunter, a member of the 
UMaine zoology faculty 
since 1991, was named 
associate provost for 
undergraduate education 
in May. Dan Sandweiss, an 
anthropology professor 
and member of the 
Climate Change Institute, 
was tapped for the Dean of 
Graduate Studies and
Associate Provost role in July.
Hunter has overall responsibility for a 
number of critical areas, including 
undergraduate admissions, student records, 
student financial aid, the Academic Career 
Exploration (ACE) Program, the Center for 
Teaching Excellence, Institutional Studies and 
Technical Support Services, International 
Programs, and the First-Year Academy.
Sandweiss is responsible for administration 
of the Graduate School, along with numerous 
duties related to promotion and advocacy for 
UMaine’s unique graduate education mission 
with various constituencies.
“We are indeed fortunate that Sue and Dan 
have agreed to take on these important posi­
tions,” says John Mahon, UMaine’s provost ad 
interim. “They are outstanding scholars and true 
leaders in our academic community. Sue brings 
a strong scientific background to the Office of 
Academic Affairs along with prior leadership as 
a departmental chair. Dan brings to Alumni Hall 
deep field based experiences and a broad social 
sciences and humanities focus. They individual­
ly and collectively broaden the leadership team 
at the university. I look forward to working with 
them in their new roles.”
James Named Interim AD
University of Maine 
President Robert Kennedy 
has selected Blake James, 
UMaine’s senior associate 
athletic director, to serve 
as the university’s interim 
athletic director.
James takes over for 
Patrick Nero, who left
UMaine July 23 to become commissioner of 
the America East Conference. Beginning during 
the fall semester, UMaine will undertake a 
national search to find a permanent 
replacement for Nero.
“As senior associate athletic director, Blake 
has served UMaine and its student-athletes 
well,” Kennedy says. “His familiarity with the 
UMaine athletics department and its role within 
our community, along with his experience and 
personal attributes, make Blake well-suited to 
lead the program during this important period 
of time.”
PEAC Recruiting Members
The Professional Employee Advisory Council 
currently has openings for new professional 
members.
PEAC membership consists of 
representatives from each of the vice 
presidential areas and the president’s office, 
says Paul Stern, co-chair of the PEAC board.
The group organizes professional 
development activities, nominates colleagues 
to university committees, provides networking 
opportunities for professional employees 
across campus and provides a communication 
link for distributing information to staff and to 
the president’s office. Contact Stern at 581-1082.
Wieck to Lead Young 
Musicians in Guatemala
Anatole Wieck, violinist, conductor and 
associate professor of music in the UMaine 
School of Performing Arts, has been invited to 
work in the spring with student musicians and 
professors in Guatemala as a Senior Specialist 
under the auspices of the Fulbright Program.
A Fulbright grant will provide travel 
expenses and accommodations for Wieck to 
travel to Del Valle University in Guatemala City, 
the country’s capital, for two weeks in March, 
2006.
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UMaine's Advanced Manufacturing Center is New Mother of Invention
“We make stuff,” says Tom Christensen, 
associate director of UMaine’s Advanced 
Manufacturing Center (AMC) and professor of 
electrical engineering technology in the College 
of Engineering.
Stuff, indeed. In fact, the AMC creates 
things that have never been created before — 
including new ways for Maine niche manufac­
turers to compete with foreign competition. 
Since its creation in 2003, the AMC has 
undertaken more than 200 projects for Maine 
businesses by developing prototypes for new 
products, automated manufacturing equipment 
and machining specialty equipment for 
university researchers like the world’s most 
advanced ice core drill head for UMaine’s 
Climate Change Institute.
By building working prototypes, the center 
creates the link between an inventor’s idea for a 
new product to the investor who will support 
product development or the retailer who will 
sell it, says Scott Dunning, AMC executive 
director and professor of electrical engineering 
technology.
With as many as 15 projects ongoing at 
any given time, the AMC this summer was 
developing prototypes ranging from new 
medical equipment for a local physician to 
plastic cases for an “iPointer” digital tour guide 
system being developed for market by 
IntelligentSpatialTechnologies in Orono.
The AMC helps inventors bring a new product 
prototype to investors before plowing huge 
amounts of cash into permanent product molds. 
It provides equipment and expertise for inventors 
who otherwise wouldn’t have access to the 
equipment needed to build working models.
“How do you get over that — they call it the 
Valley of Death” between inventing something 
and marketing it, asks Dunning. “Our job is to 
help bridge that gap.”
September MCA Events
Melissa Manchester, the Grammy Award­
winning singer with her Big Band, Sept. 16, 
8 p.m. - Hutchins Concert Hall
GALA - Bill Cosby
By any standards, one of the most 
influential stars in America today. His 
humor often centers on the basic 
cornerstones of our existence. Sept. 24, 
7 p.m. Hutchins Concert Hall
Tokyo String Quartet
The Tokyo String Quartet has captivated 
audiences and critics alike since it was 
founded more than 30 years ago. Sept. 25, 
3 p.m. - Minsky Recital Hall
The center also designed and machined and 
devised a “flying saw” so the university’s 
Advanced Engineered Wood Composites Center 
can cut boards quickly into thousands of tiny 
triangles used in the development of new wood 
composites.
Automating niche product manufacturing is 
critical for Maine businesses to remain a viable 




Football vs. William Penn....................... 6:00
M/Soccer vs. UMass............................... 1:00
Tue 9/13 @ Portland
W/Soccer vs. Holy Cross........................ 7:00
Fri 9/16 M/Soccer vs. Sacred Heart... 3:00 
Sat 9/17 Football vs. Richmond............6:00 
Sun 9/18 M/Soccer vs. Manhattan .... 1:30 
Sun 9/18 Field Hockey vs. UMass. . . . 12:00 
Fri 9/23 M/W Cross Country vs. UNH.. 3:00
Thu 9/29 W/Soccer vs. BU..................... 3:00
Fri 9/30 Volleyball vs. UNH................... 7:00
Parachute from page 1
patchwork of green countryside, woods 
and pastures below.
"It's actually that moment of letting go 
of the plane that's the real rush," says the 
athletic acting director of Printing and 
Mailing Services. "They say that only sky- 
divers truly know why the birds sing. It's 
something no one could really comprehend 
until they've tried it."
Freefalling from 10,000 feet gives a sky- 
diver about 60 seconds of falling time and 
air maneuvers before pulling the chute 
open to glide suspended under a colorful 
nylon canopy the next three to five minutes 
to the ground, a sight-seeing ride that 
affords views of Mount Katahdin and the 
White Mountains on a clear day.
Even at "terminal velocity," more or less 
the average speed of about 120 miles per 
hour that a human achieves in a "belly-to- 
earth" free fall, a lot can happen inside of 
60 seconds, Young says.
"You can control direction and, to a cer­
tain extent, your speed," she explains. 
"For a short time, it is the sensation of fly­
ing without the encumbrance of a tether. 
You're just loose in the air and can 
maneuver around and look at things."
As extreme a sport as parachuting is, it 
is safer, say Young and Dan Dyer, owner 
of Central Maine Skydiving, than driving 
a car. Dyer, for instance, has more than 
3,500 jumps under his belt, 2,000 of them 
tandem jumps introducing novices or 
thrill-seekers to the sport.
Young packs her own parachute, car­
ries a reserve chute, and uses an altimeter 
to know when to open her parachute.
In spite of the rush and the conse­
quences of mistakes, very few skydivers 
are killed in accidents, and most incidents 
are a result of operator error, she says.
In fact, she jokes, she stresses more it 
seems keeping up with her three roles at 
work. Since printing and mailing services' 
director Arthur Larsen retired this 
summer, Young, a Brewer native who 
holds a B.A. in business administration 
from UMaine, has been acting director, 
overseeing the commercial printing 
business that handles everything from 
business and color postcards to paper­
bound books and full-color glossy 
brochures and magazines.
Since her department recently obtained 
a new Hewlett Packard wide format color 
printer, it can print posters as large as 41 
inches by 8 feet for as little as $3.50 a 
square foot.
"A lot of students are using that service, 
because we can laminate it or mount it on 
foam core, as well," Young says.
In addition to her work as acting 
director, Young also does the work she 
formerly did as an administrative assis­
tant II, overseeing the finance and admin­
istration of the department, plus that of 
recently retired Terry Kelly, the copyright 
specialist and software programmer who 
monitored the day-to-day production 
operations. It makes for very busy days.
"Is it any wonder I jump out of 
airplanes?" she laughs. ■
Publications & Presentations Calendar
Robert C. Causey, assistant professor, animal 
and veterinary sciences and resource econom­
ics and policy, presentation, "Intranasal 
Vaccination of Mares to Protect Against 
Streptococcal Uterine Infections," Eighth 
Annual Conference on Vaccine Research, 
Baltimore, Md., sponsored by the National 
Foundation for Infectious Diseases. (May 2005).
Steven Colburn, associate professor, account­
ing, "Working Condition Fringe Benefits," The 
CPA Journal, pp. 42-46 (May 2005).
Shannon Cromley, graduate student and 
teaching fellow, Maine NSF GK-12 Program, 
botany and plant pathology, Storie Brown, 
teacher, George B. Weatherbee School, 
Hampden, and Monica Doing, teacher, Lewis S. 
Libby School, Milford, a presentation, 
"Enhancing Botanical Literacy in the Public 
School Classroom Through the National 
Science Foundation Teaching Fellowship 
Program at the University of Maine," 
International Botanical Congress, Vienna, 
Austria (July 16-23).
Denise Skonberg, associate professor, food 
science & human nutrition, Natasha D'Souza, 
Ph.D. student, food science and nutrition 
sciences, Mary Ellen Camire, professor, food 
science and human nutrition, Kelly Guthrie, 
MS student, food science & human nutrition, 
Jeffrey Malison, scientist, aquaculture, 
University of Wisconsin, Lucienne Lima, for­
mer graduate student, aquaculture, University 
of Wisconsin, "Influence of Dietary Genistein 
Levels on Tissue Genistein Deposition and on 
the Physical, Chemical, and Sensory Quality of 
Rainbow Trout, Oncorhynchus Mykiss," Journal 
of Agricultural and Food Chemistry, 53 (9), 3631- 
3636 (May 2005).
Amy Fried, associate professor, political 
science, "Terrorism as a Context of Coverage 
Before the Iraq War," Tire Harvard International 
Journal of Press/Politics 10 (3), 1-8 (Summer 
2005). Also, conference paper, "September 11, 
2002: Political, Personal and Professional 
Aspects of Collective Memory," International 
Society of Political Psychology Annual 
Meeting, Toronto, Canada (July 3-6, 2005).
Abigail Garthwait, assistant professor, instruc­
tional technology, and Herman Weller, associ­
ate professor, science education, "A Year in the 
Life: Two Seventh Grade Teachers Implement 
One-to-One Computing," Journal of Research on 
Technology in Education, Vol. 37 No. 4 (Summer 
2005).
Dr. Rachel L. Grover, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, Douglas W. Nangle, asso­
ciate professor, psychology, & Karen R. Zeff, 
former graduate student, "The Measure of 
Adolescent Heterosocial Competence: 
Development and Initial Validation," Journal of 
Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology, 34, 282- 
291, (2005).
Michael W. Howard, professor, philosophy, 
article: "Basic Income and Job Guarantees: 
Alternatives or Complements?" and sympo­
sium, "Basic Income Guarantees and the Right 
to Work," Journal of Law and Urban Policy, 
(2005). Also, presentation, "Job and Income 
Guarantees: Is There a Middle Ground?" - 
Fourth Congress of the U.S. Basic Income 
Guarantee Network: The Right to Economic 
Security, New York City, (March, 2005).
Kimberly Huisman, assistant professor, sociol­
ogy, and Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, professor, 
sociology, University of Southern California, 
"Dress matters: Change and Continuity in the 
Dress Practices of Bosnian Muslim Refugee 
Women," Gender & Society, 19: 44-65. (2005).
Kyle McCaskill, extension communications 
leader and editor: "Typewriting: The Invisible 
Communications Technology," The Southern 
Maine Review, 1, 325-342 (Spring 2005).
Detelin S. Elenkov, associate professor, manage­
ment, University of Tennessee, and Ivan M. 
Manev, associate professor, management, "Top 
Management Leadership and Influence on 
Innovation: The role of socio-cultural context," 
Journal of Management, 31(3), 381-402 (2005).
Mary Ellen Camire, professor, food science and 
human nutrition, presentation, "Supplements 
for Men's Health," Togus Veterans Hospital, 
Augusta, Maine (June 2005). Also, 
"Understanding the Role of Functional and 
Nutraceutical Food Ingredients and the Impact 
on Anti-Obesity Formulations," 2nd Marcus 
Evans Ingredients-Based Obesity Symposium, 
Schaumburg, IL (June 2005).
Valerie Ruhe, research associate, College of 
Education and Human Development, and 
Paula Moore, associate professor, literary 
education, "The impact of Reading Recovery 
on later achievement in reading and writing," 
ERS Spectrum, 23 (1), 20-30 (2005).
For a full listing of UMaine activities 





Family & Friends 
Weekend
Athletic events, concerts, special 




Robert A. Kennedy 
18th President of the 
University of Maine 
3:00 p.m., Maine Center for the Arts 
A reception will follow.
An ice cream social on the mall 
beginning at 12:30 is also part of the 
celebration. In case of rain this event 








UMaine Today magazine 
www.umainetoday.umaine.edu
MaineSci
www.umaine.edu/mainesci
Co Black Bears
http://goblackbears.collegesports.com
